
August 2021 

Discovery Bible Study 

Begin with Prayer 

What have you been praying about that you would 

like the group to pray for? 

 Gratitude– What happened last week you are 

most thankful for? 

 Intercession— How can we pray for you this 

week? 

Read the text & discuss... 

1) What do we learn about God, his nature, charac-

ter or plan? 

2) What do we learn about ourselves, our nature, 

our weaknesses, our needs? 

3) How do I need to respond to this text? 

4) Who will I share this with this week? 

How can we help with a challenge you’re facing? 

 

Weekly Schedule 

August 8      Acts 9:1-31 

August 15          Acts 9:32-10:48 

August 22      Acts 11:1-12:19 

August 29   Acts 12:19-13:12 

Acts 9 is a turning point in the story of the 

early church. We were “introduced” to Saul 

last month in chapter 8 where he stood by 

and held coats for the men who were stoning 

Stephen. Chapter 9 features Saul’s dramatic 

encounter with the risen Jesus on the road to 

Damascus and his subsequent conversion. His 

life is radically altered and beginning here, 

sets off on quite a different trajectory. The 

chief persecutor of Christians will become the 

chief proclaimer of Christ as the story unfolds. 

Chapter 9 changes everything! 

Chapter 10 represents another significant 

turning point for the gospel as Peter is given a 

new vision! Till now all of the disciples have 

been Jews steeped in the traditions of Juda-

ism and teachings of Torah. Of course, that 

had been God’s plan, but God had not 

planned to stop there. His plan was that all 

would come to a saving knowledge of the 

gospel, including Gentiles. God reveals this to 

Peter in a dream in chapter 10. Cornelius, a 

Roman Centurion, becomes the first Gentile to 

hear the good news and be baptized into 

Christ! Afterwards,  it takes some persuading, 

but Peter is able to convince the believers 

back in Jerusalem of his experience. It must’ve 

been quite an adjustment! 

This month in your groups, discuss those 

“turning points” and others as you explore 

chapters 9 thru 13. Reflect on the turning 

points in your own lives and in the life of this 

church. What is God doing now and what is 

he revealing to us about our mission going 

forward?    

            -Jim 

The Bible Project has a great series on Acts featuring 

Paul’s Missionary travels. Check them out here: 

https://youtu.be/oiVAbkINtRU 
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