
Washington Street Church of Christ       Small Group Discussion Guide 

January 2021 

The Gospel of Mark Discovery Bible Study 

Begin with Prayer 

What have you been praying about that you would 

like the group to pray for? 

 Gratitude– What happened last week you are 

most thankful for? 

 Intercession— How can we pray for you this 

week? 

Read the text & discuss... 

1) What do we learn about God, his nature, charac-

ter or plan? 

2) What do we learn about ourselves, our nature, 

our weaknesses, our needs? 

3) How do I need to respond to this text? 

4) Who will I share this with this week? 

How can we help with a challenge you’re facing? 

 

January Weekly Schedule 

January 10       Mark 1:1-20 

January 17              Mark 1:21-45 

January 24      Mark 2:1-22 

January 31          Mark 2:23-3:35 

An Introduction 

“The beginning of the gospel about  Jesus the 

Messiah” (1:1). Thus begins the gospel of Mark. 

Though technically anonymous, early church 

tradition attributes this gospel to John Mark, 

missionary colleague of Paul and Barnabas who 

later became Peter’s ‘interpreter’ in Rome. Mark 

was, it seems, a Greek-speaking, Jewish Christian 

deeply familiar with Jewish customs, traditions 

and the Old Testament. His gospel is the shortest 

of the four and most of its content can be found 

in either Matthew or Luke. This has led many 

scholars to conclude that Mark may have been 

written first and then used as a source for 

Matthew and Luke. 

In the first chapters of his gospel, Mark introduc-

es us to John the baptizer with a reference to 

the prophet Isaiah foretelling what was to come. 

John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan River and God 

powerfully affirms His Son by speaking from 

heaven as the Holy Spirit comes upon Jesus as a 

dove. Jesus begins his Galilean ministry by pro-

claiming the “good news of God” throughout the 

countryside. “The time has come,” he said. “The 

kingdom of God is near!. Repent and believe 

the good news!” (1:15).  After calling his first 

disciples, Jesus travels throughout Galilee heal-

ing, preaching and calling all people unto him.  

Mark’s gospel is fast paced and simple, allowing 

the reader to follow the story of Jesus quickly. It 

is a great book to share with new believers eager 

to learn more about Jesus as well as to share 

with older, more mature Christians who want to 

grow in faith and in discipleship.  

I hope you will enjoy sharing together in the sto-

ry of Jesus with your groups and challenging one 

another towards growth and discipleship. 

-Jim 

Check out The Bible Project for an introduction to the 

Gospel of Mark & other great Bible videos. 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-mark/ 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-mark/

