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Practicing the Virtue of: GENEROSITY 

 
October 25, 2020 
 
What have you been praying about this week that you would like the group to be praying about? 
Begin with Prayer 
 
Generosity we defined as the virtue of giving good things to others freely, and abundantly. The two key 
components of that are, one, the giving of GOOD things.  
 
Today, we look at Paul’s encouragement to the church at Corinth to practice generosity in cheerful 
giving! As a background, Paul has been at work taking up a collection of monies donated by churches 
across Macedonia which he plans to take back to the church and the Christians in Jerusalem. It seems 
the “home church” where everything began has fallen on hard times and the Christians there are badly 
in need of assistance. Their brothers and sisters around the empire have been generously pitching in to 
help! 2 Corinthians 8 & 9 contain the bulk of Paul’s instruction to the church at Corinth regarding this 
collection. 
 
Read the following:  2 Corinthians 8 & 9 

• What is the ‘grace’ Paul is referring to here in 8:1? 

• What do you make out of the phrase in 8:2 “out of their extreme poverty, their generosity 
overflowed”? Does it sound like it was easy for these 1st century believers to give? 

• What does Paul admonish them to ‘excel’ at (vs. 7)? 

• In chapter 9, Paul continues… note the manner in which he hopes this gift will be given. 

• What does he hope will be produced through this good work (9:11)? 
 
Discuss: 
 

• What insights on the virtue of generosity do you get from reading Paul’s instruction here? 

• What does it tell us about our responsibility to fellow Christians… even ones many miles away? 

• Are there needs right now that you are aware of that we might be able to help with? 

• What needs in our own community do you see as pressing right now? How might we help? 

• The virtue of generosity, of course, includes much more than sharing our financial blessings. It 
also would include volunteering and helping out in other ways. What opportunities for 
volunteer service are you aware of right now? 

• On a scale of 1-10, how well would you grade yourself on the virtue of generosity? 

• What goals do you need to put in place in your own life to improve in this area? 
 
Close with Prayer 


