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What have you been praying about this week that you would like the group to be praying 

about? 

 

Aside from Jesus, no one exemplifies the virtue of selflessness more in the New Testament than 

the apostle Paul. Truly, Paul’s ministry demonstrated a great amount of sacrifice and selfless 

service for the cause of Christ and for the opportunities to share the gospel with others. Today, 

discuss with your groups the ways Paul’s ministry exemplified this virtue and how we might 

learn from his example in our own ministry context. 

 

Dig:  1 Corinthians 9:1-23 

• Paul begins ch. 9 discussing some of his “rights.” This is language that ought to resonate 

with us today, especially in America. What are some of the “rights” Paul mentions? (vss. 1-

14) 

• How would you describe Paul’s overall attitude toward these “rights”? (vs. 15) 

• For what was he willing to give them up (or at least not insist upon them)? 

• Verses 19-23 is a great exposition of the driving philosophy behind Paul’s ministry. How 

might you re-phrase this philosophy using today’s terminology? 

• Why did Paul do what he did? What was his primary aim? (vs. 23) 

 

Discuss: 

• Paul’s attitude is quite a challenge to today’s individualistic and “rights-driven” culture. 

What “rights” can you name that Christians might do well to lay aside in order to be more 

effective in sharing the gospel with others? 

• What was more important to Paul, his right to eat and drink what he wanted OR to have a 

reputation whereby Jews would listen to his preaching the gospel? What does this tell us 

today about what ought to be most important to us? 

• When Paul says, “To the Jews, I became like a Jew and to the Gentiles, I became like a 

Gentile…” what do you think he meant? 

• In 2 Corinthians 5:14 Paul writes that it was “the love of Christ” which “compelled” or 

“controlled” him in his ministry. If loving the Jews meant becoming like a Jew and if loving 

the Gentiles meant becoming like a Gentile in order for them to hear the gospel… what 

does that say to us today in our mission to reach those in our community?  ALL those in our 

community? 

• What will be required for us to reach those in our community who are not like us… racially, 

socio-economically, politically, etc? How well do you think we are up to the challenge? 

 

Close with Prayer 


