
Vision 2020: Growing in our Community for Him 
Practicing the Virtue of: COURAGE 

 
July 12, 2020 

What have you been praying about this week that you would like the group to be praying 

about? 

 

Context: In last week’s Sunday evening message, we explored the account in Acts 3 & 4 of Peter 

and John’s courage in speaking about Christ. Just a short time following the events of Jesus’ 

crucifixion, Peter and John found themselves facing some of those same authorities who killed 

Jesus, being accused of preaching, in Jesus, the resurrection of the dead. They did not back 

down. 

 

Dig:  Acts 4:8-22 

• What compassionate act of mercy had landed Peter & John before the authorities? How 

had that even shown great courage on their part?  

• What was it that made the people realize these men had been with Jesus? 

• In looking at Peter’s preaching here in ch. 4, what similarities do you see with his message in 

Acts 2? 

• What indicators in the text give you an idea as to Peter’s audience… both in ch. 3 & in ch. 4? 

Who is he speaking to in each instance? What level of courage do you suppose this took? 

Where did that come from? (hint: vs. 8) 

• Read 4:12 again. How do you suppose this message was generally received in the first 

century AD? How is it received today? 

• What level of courage will it take to preach vs. 12 today?  React to verses 19 & 20 in light of 

our citizenship today. 

 

Discuss: 

• How do you explain “courage” to a pre-schooler? Discuss Jim’s suggestion of courage as 

“the virtue of choosing to act in the face of fear, risk, uncertainty or at great cost.” Work 

towards a good, working definition. 

• What other examples of great courage can you think of from Scripture? Who stands out as 

your most favorite? 

• What other examples of great courage do you think of from your own personal experience?  

• What do you think is the most challenging thing before us as a church today facing these 

uncertain times in 2020? What role do you see “courage” playing in our faithfulness to the 

gospel of Christ? 

 

Close with Prayer 


