
Vision 2020: Growing in our Community for Him 
February:  The Virtue of HOSPITALITY 

 
Begin with Prayer- What have you been praying about this week that you 
would like the group to be praying about? 
 
This month we want to take a look at the virtue of Hospitality and to 
explore ways we can grow in this virtue in order to be more impactful on 
our community.  What do you think of when you think of hospitality? 
 
Open:  Can you think of a time when you were the ‘newcomer’ to a 
church, a job or a group of people?  How did you feel?  What did others 
do to make you feel comfortable or uncomfortable?  Describe your 
experience. 
 
Dig:  Read Matthew 25:34-40 

• In the midst of a number of other acts of service, (i.e. feeding the 
hungry, giving water to the thirsty, visiting the sick, etc.) Jesus names 
“welcoming the stranger” as an important virtue of our faith.  How 
important do you envision this was in that day and time especially? 

•  What other acts of service does Jesus name as representative of the 
Christian life?  How significant were they to the Christian life in that 
day? 

• In this description of Judgement, what is the result of those found 
practicing these actions?  What about those found lacking in these? 

• Why do you suppose “welcoming the stranger” holds such a high 
place in Jesus’ expectations of what Christians ought to be doing? 

 
Some OT examples.  Read the following texts and answer these three 
questions for each situation. 
Gen. 18:1-18;  Job 29:16; 31:32;  

• Who is the host and how is he described as demonstrating 
hospitality? 

• Who is the recipient of the hospitality and how is it received? 

• How did the practice of hospitality make a difference in what is going 
on in the narrative? 
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Discuss: 

• Why do you think some have said, “Hospitality is a lost art today”? 

• If hospitality is “the practice of welcoming the stranger, as well as the 
friend, with warmth, fellowship and service”… how can we carry out 
this practice today?  Individually?  As families?  As a church? 

• Can you think of a time when you felt unwelcome at a gathering?  
How did it make you feel?  What could’ve made the experience easier 
for you? 

• Can you think of a time when you were made to feel very welcome?  
What sorts of things were done to make you feel this way? 

• On a scale of 1-10, how ‘welcoming’ would you say Washington 
Street is?  Be careful to hear newcomers on this. 

• When was the last time you visited a different church for the first 

time?  (not trying to encourage this too much!      ) 

• What are your ideas to make our church even more welcoming to 
newcomers & guests? 

 
Spend some time praying for the needs of your group and discuss plans for 
the year. 
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