
 
20/20   Vision:    Growing   in   the   Community   for   Him  
January--   The   Virtue   of   Wisdom  

 
 
Sunday,   Jan.   19,   2020  
Prayer--    What   have   you   been   praying   about   this   week?   (go   around   the   room   &   share)  
 
Please   read:     We   are   challenging   our   Service   Groups   to   be   looking   for   ways   to   make   a   greater   impact   in  
our   community   for   the   gospel   of   Jesus   Christ   throughout   the   year.   This   will   require   much   prayer,   much  
preparation,   and   for   us   to   be   armed   with   Godly   virtues   as   we   step   out   into   our   community.   This   month   we  
want   to   explore   the   virtue   of   WISDOM.   
 
Wisdom   is   often   thought   of   as   “smarts”   or   “knowledge”   but   that   is   only   a   component   of   what   Godly  
Wisdom   is.   A   good   working   definition   might   be:   “the   moral   quality   of   learning,   discernment   and   of   decision  
making   that   honors   God   and   leads   to   a   Godly   life.”   You   might   even   think   of   it   as   “Street-smarts   that   leads  
to   a   Godly   life”   as   it   is   extremely   practical   in   nature.   Talk   about   that   tonight,   particularly   from   the   OT   (we’ll  
head   into   the   N.T.   next   week)   and   come   up   with   your   own   definition.   The   book   of   Proverbs   is   the   place   to  
start   in   talking   about   Wisdom!   
 
Dig :    Jesus   as   the   Wise   Teacher  

● What   is   one   concept   or   point   we   discussed   last   week   that   you   carried   home   with   you   and  
you’ve   been   thinking   about   this   past   week?  

● Discuss   the   value   of   Wisdom   as   a   virtue   as   we   seek   to   find   ways   to   impact   this  
community   for   Jesus.  

 
Read:    Mark   6:1-6  

● Why   were   the   people   of   Nazareth   bewildered   by   Jesus?   Why   didn’t   they   know   what   to  
do   with   Him?  

● In   the   parallel   passage   in   Matthew’s   gospel   (13:54-58)   Jesus   has   just   finished   telling   the  
parable   of   the   sower   when   he   makes   this   statement.   Here   in   Mark,   he   has   just   healed  
several.   Why   do   you   think   the   emphasis   is   often   placed   on   the   miracles   Jesus   performed  
more   than   the   Wisdom   in   His   teachings?  

● Talk   a   little   bit   about   your   favorite   parable   of   Jesus   and   the   kind   of   Wisdom   that   it  
embodies.   How   could   that   kind   of   Wisdom   make   a   difference   today?  

● What   other   teachings   of   Jesus   could   change   this   community…   and/or   ourselves?  
● We   need   Wisdom   in   several   areas,   admittedly.   We   need   Wisdom   in   understanding   God’s  

Word…   but   we   also   need   Wisdom   in   understanding   our   community   around   us.   In   what  
areas   of   need   do   you   think   we   need   to   seek   more   Wisdom?  

 
Read:    Luke   2:52  

● How   do   you   think   Jesus   grew   in   Wisdom?   What   influences   do   you   suppose   contributed  
to   this   growth   for   Jesus?  

● How   do   people   generally   grow   in   Wisdom?    What   have   been   the   factors   in   your   growth  
in   this   regards?  

 
Discuss :  

● Who   do   you   regard   as   “wise”   leaders   in   the   church   today?   Why   do   you   say   this?  
● What   lessons   have   they   taught   you   that   stand   out   to   you   today?  
● Why   is   it   important   to   weigh   our   efforts   in   our   community   with   great   Wisdom?  
● Last   week   we   asked,   “What   things   do   we   need   to   learn   about   our   community   in   order   to  

make   a   greater   impact?”    Tonight,   what   steps   have   you   taken   this   past   week   to   learn  
about   these   things?    What   more   do   we   need   to   look   into?  

 
Pray :  
Close   with   a   prayer,   not   just   over   the   needs   of   your   group,   but   for   God   to   open   our   eyes   and   our  
ears   to   the   needs   and   opportunities   we   encounter   this   week   in   our   community.  


