
Vision 2020: Growing in our Community for Him 

January: The Virtue of Wisdom 

Begin with Prayer—What have you been praying about this week? 

Please read:  As we look for ways to impact our community in greater 

ways for Christ, we are wanting to “put on” the virtues of good character 

reflective of Christ so that the world may see and glorify God. This month 

we are focused on Wisdom—the virtue of learning and putting that 

knowledge to use as we engage the community in smart and effective 

ways. Certainly, our example is the early church who used wise 

discernment in proclaiming the gospel in their time. Tonight, we’ll look at 

how Paul and James discuss Wisdom. 

Opener:  What one thing from last week’s discussion did you carry with 

you and reflect more on?  

Dig: Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

• How does Paul contrast the wisdom of God and the ‘wisdom of 

the world’ in these passages?  What is his point? 

• In what way is the wisdom of God “foolishness” as Paul intends 

it? What does he mean? 

• Paul’s view of wisdom shapes his play on words here. How do you 

think he would define Wisdom? 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

• How does Paul view his own ministry as an example of the “weak 

things of the world”? 

• In Paul’s view, where does true Wisdom come from? (cf. 2:6) 

• What is the goal or objective of Wisdom? (cf. 2:16) 

James 3:13-18 

• How does James describe those who are wise by the world’s 

standards?  

• How does James describe those who have the “wisdom that 

comes from heaven”? 

• James is the closest thing to an Old Testament book of Wisdom 

(like Proverbs & Ecclesiastes) found in the New Testament. What 



other themes or principles from James’ letter speak of Godly 

Wisdom? 

Discuss: 

• As we think about impacting our community with Godly 

Wisdom… what words would you most closely connect with that? 

o Courageously 

o Excellence 

o Half-hearted 

o Discerning 

o Thoughtfully 

o Intentionally 

o Mediocrity 

o Seat-of-the-pants 

o Strategic/ planning 

o Collaborative 

o Lone Ranger 

• How long have you been in this community? What have you 

learned about our community that might help us make a greater 

impact here? 

• Which insights have we discussed this month where we see the 

greatest need in our community? Have we generated ideas that 

might help meet those needs? 

• What more do we need to learn about our community that might 

help us make a greater difference?  Demographic?  Socio-

economic?   

• In what ways can we “put on” the virtue of Godly Wisdom as we 

minister to this community? 

Reminder—Feb 2 we are hosting a Suicide Prevention Training seminar in 

conjunction with the Suicide Prevention Network here in Lincoln County. 

Worship begins at 5 with the session starting around 5:30pm in the 

auditorium.  We encourage all of our groups to support this opportunity 

for service to our community. 

Close with Prayer 


