
Dec. 8, 2019                   

 
Throughout the month of December, we want to talk about the story of 
Jesus (not just his birth, but his ministry, his death, and his resurrection as 
well)  and at how our story connects to his story…  giving ours greater 
meaning, hope and salvation.  
 
Opener: Can you think of a time when your expectations of a situation 
didn’t match the reality? In what ways was it better or worse- or just 
different? 
 
DIG:  READ MATTHEW 11:1-19 

• What expectations do you think John the Baptist had in a coming 
Messiah? (Matt 3:11-12) 

• How did Jesus describe his ministry here in Matt 11? How was it 
different from what John expected? 

• How was this evidence that Jesus was truly who He claimed to be… 
the Messiah of Israel? 

• Who, specifically, does Jesus reference in this description of what He 
had come to do? 

• What elements of Isaiah 61:1-3 do you hear reflected in Jesus’ words 
here in Matt 11? 

• What other evidences of Jesus’ identity might you point to as well? 

• John is in prison during in this moment. How do you suppose this 
might’ve affected how he perceived Jesus? 

 
DISCUSS: 

• In general, do you think expectations are a good or bad thing? Why or 
why not? 

• How did Jesus defy the expectations many had of Him? 

• How is the kingdom Jesus established even better than the one most 
Jews expected? 



• What can we do differently today knowing that we are called to a 
different kind of kingdom than those of the world? 

• What expectations have you placed upon God or Jesus that may or 
may not be truly biblical? 

• This morning several service opportunities were highlighted.  Which 
of these would be worth us continuing or re-considering for 2020 as 
we move forward with our year four focus? 

• What new ideas might you have for us to share in the next year? 
 
PRAY   What can we pray with you about tonight? 


