
Oct. 27, 2019                       Stewardship & the Church 

 
Opener: What is the most generous gift you have ever received?  
 
We begin with the proposition that a healthy church is a giving church… a 
church that makes wise use of its resources to further the Kingdom of God 
and a prayerful steward of God’s abundant blessings. 
 
DIG:  READ ACTS 4:32-37 

• How is the Jerusalem church described in this passage?  Describe the 
picture given in these verses of the church. 

• Why do you think the apostles called Joseph by the name ‘Barnabas’?  
What clues from the text are given? 
 

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-15 

• What is the ‘grace’ Paul refers to that has been given to the 
Macedonian churches?  Why would he call this a ‘grace’? 

• What welled up out of their trials and extreme poverty?  Why do you 
think this was so? 

• What sort of ‘arm-twisting’ do you think Paul had to do in order to 
get the Macedonians churches to give?  (vs. 3) 

• How does vs. 9 serve as a summary statement for this month’s 
theme? 

• From these verses, what can you tell about the need in Jerusalem?  
What was the rationale behind the Macedonian churches coming to 
their aid? 

 
OTHER TEXTS:  PROVERBS 3:9-10; 22:9; 28:27A; 31:20 

 
  



DISCUSS: 

• How do these Proverbs ‘flesh out’ the Bible’s encouragement to be 
wise & prayerful stewards of God’s blessings? 

• In your experience how does the picture given of the early Jerusalem 
church (Acts 4) differ from the pictures of the church today?  When 
have you seen the picture today very similar to the one in Acts 4? 

• Describe the Jerusalem church’s “plan” to minister to the poor in 
their community? How did they go about it? 

• Contrast the situations described in Acts 4 and the obvious need 
referenced a few years later in 2 Corinthians (a difference of perhaps 
20 years or so)… what can you guess must’ve happened to change 
their situations? 

• How can we as a church model the same generosity of the Jerusalem 
& Corinthian churches to minister to the needs around us? 

• What needs can you identify in our community?  Among our own 
members and those in the community? 

• What do you make of the example of Joseph, aka Barnabas?  Can you 
think of any modern-day Barnabases?   

• What have you sold or given up and left at the apostles’ feet?  What 
could you? 
 

Let us know what your group is planning for our “Weekend of Service”/  
November 2 & 3rd (or sometime in the next few weeks.)  And THANK YOU 
for all of the ways your group has served our community over this past 
year. 
 
A Note: It has been decided that most of the groups want to keep meeting 
throughout November & December.  That is great!  I’m looking for 
feedback on some ideas for group discussions thru this time.  Feel free to 
send them! If, for whatever reason, your group cannot meet… there will 
continue to be a 5pm service at the building. 
 
**On Sunday night, Nov. 17 we will all meet together at 5pm for our 
service hosting Mayberry Street and will have a time of fellowship 
afterwards! 
 
PRAY 


