
Oct. 20, 2019                                      Jesus & Stewardship 

 
Opener: Who is one of the most talented people you know? How does he 
or she utilize their talents for others or for God (or not at all)? 
 
Our theology of stewardship is rooted in Creation (last week) but is also 
informed by the teaching of Jesus. Today, we want to explore what Jesus 
said about stewardship and, specifically, about giving back to the Lord out 
of our blessings. 
 
DIG:  READ MATTHEW 25:14-30 
We use ‘talent’ to refer to a particular skill or ability we have been given.  
(Fair use of the word!) But in the Bible, a talent was a unit of money 
(worth more than $1,000 according to some notations). 

• If you were going away for a long time who would you entrust to look 
after things for you?  (children, parents, friends, other?) 

• Describe the type of person you would want this to be… and why? 

• What were the master’s expectations in entrusting his talents to his 
servants? How did that match up to their actual performance? 

• Why was the Master displeased with the servant who saved his talent 
and didn’t risk losing it? How does this treatment seem to you? 
Harsh, fair, lenient? 

• Why did the Master reward the servants who put their talents at risk 
of loss?  How does this reward seem to you? Unfair, generous, naïve? 

• What is Jesus teaching through this parable?  
 

READ MARK 12:41-44 

• Given Jesus’ teaching about money, what do you think about this 
widow’s very small offering?   

• By the world’s standards, who gave more- the rich people or the 
Widow?  By Jesus’ standards?  Why? 
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• What is Jesus’ point in shining the spotlight on this widow’s giving? 
 
DISCUSS: 

• How would you feel about being given more responsibility as the 
reward for a job “well done”? 

• If our Master returned today, what would He say about how you’ve 
used what He has given you?   

• When we consider our giving, do we typically give out of our 
abundance or out of our poverty?  Why? 

• Note the example of David in 1 Chron. 21:24.  How does he describe 
the kind of offering he desires to give to God?  How should this 
inform our giving? 

• if this widow gave ‘everything she had to live on’… how do you think 
she survived till the end of the week or month? What do you imagine 
she would’ve been thinking?   

 
Let us know what your group is planning for our “Weekend of Service”/  
November 2 & 3rd (or sometime in the next few weeks.)  And THANK YOU 
for all of the ways your group has served our community over this past 
year. 
 
A Note: It has been decided that most of the groups want to keep meeting 
throughout November & December.  That is great!  I’m looking for 
feedback on some ideas for group discussions thru this time.  Feel free to 
send them! If, for whatever reason, your group cannot meet… there will 
continue to be a 5pm service at the building. 
 
On Sunday night, Nov. 17 we will all meet together for our service hosting 
Mayberry Street and will have a time of fellowship afterwards! 
 
PRAY 
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