
Oct. 13, 2019                            The Foundation of Biblical Stewardship 

 
Opener: What is the greatest responsibility you’ve ever been given?   
 
DIG:  READ GENESIS 1:27-31; 2:15 
Our theology of stewardship begins at Creation.  God created the world 
and everything in it and then, after He had created mankind, placed His 
world in their care to “work it and take care of it.”  Thus, mankind became 
caretakers or ‘stewards’ of all He has made. 

• How does this impact the way we think about the planet, the 
environment and all God’s Creation today? 

• What does it mean to be a ‘steward’ of the Creation? 
 
One definition of Steward is: one who acts as a supervisor or manager of 
another’s property. 

• In this understanding of ‘steward’ what, then, are mankind’s 
responsibilities over all that has been placed in our care? 

• An Example is found in Gen 39:2-6.  What responsibilities was Joseph 
given?  What challenges came with these responsibilities?  How well 
did he uphold them and what did it cost him? 

• How seriously did Joseph take his responsibilities? 
 
READ 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-2 

• What does it mean to be ‘proven faithful’ in a trust that has been 
placed in your care? 

 
DISCUSS: 
The first lesson we learn about stewardship is that everything belongs to 
God.  We are simply His ‘stewards’ meant to care for it & to use it 
responsibly. 



• How does that truth affect how we view our material possessions, 
and specifically our wealth? 

• Given this basis in understanding stewardship, why do you think God 
commanded Israel to give back a portion to Him thru regular 
sacrificial offerings?  What principle does that mean for us today? 

• How do you view the role of steward?  Pick the word from each pair 
that describes your personal feelings & discuss… 

o Menial or managerial 
o Obligation or opportunity 
o Labor or leadership 
o Burden or blessing 

• Why did you respond as you did to the above question? 

• How would you rate your understanding of ‘stewardship’ according to 
Scripture? 1-10 

• How would you rate your practice of ‘stewardship’ according to 
Scripture? 1-10 

• What things other than wealth & material possessions have been 
given to us by God to “manage & take care of”? 

 
The weekend of November 2 & 3rd has been designated “Service 
Weekend.”  We are hoping all of our Service Groups will be engaged in 
some activity of service some time that weekend (or around the time.)  
Please let us know what you plan to do so we can let the congregation 
know.  There may be others who would like to pitch in!  If your group 
needs some help identifying a good project you can do together, let us 
know that, too.  We are glad to help!  -- Jim 
 
PRAY 


