
Sept. 22                 Paul’s Philosophy of Mission 

 
This month we have been looking at the concept of missional evangelism- 
intentional living, always on the lookout for opportunities to share the gospel 
everywhere we go with everyone we meet.  We discovered that we are a “sent” 
people (cf. Jn 20:21) sent by Jesus on mission, His mission, of bringing His good 
news to a lost world.  We then looked at the way in which the early church lived 
this out using Philip, the evangelist, as an example.  Being open to the Spirit’s 
leading, the Holy Spirit led Philip to an Ethiopian fellow who was searching for the 
truth.  He responded in baptism.  No one lived this out better than the apostle Paul.  
He carried the gospel throughout the known world of his day, leaving believers and 
planting churches wherever he went.  But what motivated Paul?  What drove him 
to do what he did?  Discuss that today in your groups with an ear towards how that 
same motivation ought to drive us. 

 
DIG:  READ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:11-6:2 

• What is it to ‘fear’ the Lord?  What do you think Paul means by this? 

• What does this ‘fear’ motivate Paul to do? (vs. 11) 

• Who is Paul referring to… “those who take pride in what is seen”? 

• In what way were Paul and these evangelists ‘out of their mind’?  
How did the world perceive them? 

• What does he mean ‘we regard no one from a worldly point of view?’  
What would a spiritual point of view look like? 

• Paul speaks of his work as a ‘ministry of reconciliation.’  What is he 
reconciling and why? 

• Notice the two terms he uses in 5:20 & in 6:1… ‘ambassadors’ and 
‘God’s fellow workers’.  How does this give definition to our 
responsibility as Christians?  How does it give honor to our role? 

 
DISCUSS: 

• How does Paul’s description of his own ministry his provide us a 
framework for understanding our own? 



• How would it change our church if we saw everybody from a spiritual 
point of view instead of a worldly one? 

• Vs. 15 is a key verse in this text.  What does it tell us about our own 
purpose? 

• What was it that ‘compelled’ Paul? (vs. 14)  Do you think we are 
equally compelled by the love of Christ in what we do as a church 
family?  Why or why not? 

• What do we need to do to feel more of a compulsion to implore 
others to receive God’s good news? 

 
Close by praying for a greater understanding of the love of God and a 
greater compulsion to share that love with others (i.e. ‘everyone’) 
 
Continue to pray over the weekend of November 2 & 3rd.  We are 
encouraging each of our Service Groups to come up with a way of serving 
our community that you can do together.  We’ve heard from several of 
our groups and some of the great ideas that have raised to the surface.  
Thank you!  Please send in a description of what you plan to do 
(jblack@fpunet.com) so we can let everyone know and invite others to 
join in.  There may be others who would like to pitch in!  If your group 
needs some help identifying a good project you can do together, let us 
know that, too.  Wes & Jim are glad to help. 
 
PRAY 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE THIS MONTH: 

Magi Boxes are available & need to be returned by NEXT Sunday 

“Silent Reflection Walk”- beginning TODAY at 6pm- our building will be 

open from 6-7pm for silent prayer 

TN Children’s Home Fall Food Drive- see bulletin for more info 

Lincoln Co “Popup Shop”—we will be collecting toiletry items for LCHS to 

have on hand for students with a need  (more info to come!) 
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