
August 18, 2019                            The BOLD Faith of the Apostles 

 
Opener: Last week we talked about being ‘bold’ for Jesus and ended with 
a challenge.  Did anyone step out of their comfort zone & do anything 
‘bold’ this week? 
 
DIG:  READ ACTS 5:12-16 

• Vs. 13 is a curious statement.  No one ‘dared’ join the apostles, yet 
they were highly respected.  Why do you suppose this was? 

• What do you suppose the people were afraid of? 

• Glance back thru chapter 4 and recap the events of Peter & John 
being imprisoned.  Why had they been put there? 

• What was their attitude while brought before the Sanhedrin, the 
Jews’ ruling body? 

• Several times the apostles’ ‘boldness’ is described.  Where do you 
suppose this ‘boldness’ came from? 

• What had the church prayed for in 4:29? 
 
Read Acts 5:17-24 

• After being arrested AGAIN for speaking out for Christ, what do you 
suppose went thru the apostles’ minds as they went to the public jail? 

• God sent an angel of the Lord to unlock the doors and to lead them 
out, but what did the angel tell them to do?  What did they do? 

 
Read Vss. 25-33 

• Again, what warning were the apostles given?  What was their 
response?  On a boldness scale of 1-10, where would you put this & 
why? 

• What was the response of the Jews at this? 
 



Read vss. 34-42 

• A Jewish teacher named Gamaliel tries to be a voice of reason among 
the leadership, so instead of death the apostles are flogged for their 
‘crimes’.  How does vs. 41 capture the mood of the early church at 
this time? 
 

DISCUSS: 

• One doesn’t have to look far in the book of Acts and at the many 
examples of the early church when looking for ‘boldness’.  Can you 
think of other times when the apostles or others demonstrated great 
boldness in the face of difficulty in the N.T.? 

• Can you think of a time when you’ve seen a church in recent times 
show ‘boldness’? 

• During the Civil Rights era, Martin Luther King, Jr. and others often 
spoke out NOT only about racial injustice, but also in calling out the 
‘silence’ among Christians when it came to equal rights for all.  What 
has been your experience with churches being ‘bold’ in standing up 
for the gospel, for fairness and for equality? 

• In what areas TODAY does the church need to be more bold? 
 
SERVICE GROUP “DAY OF SERVICE” 

• Thank you to all of our groups who have been bold & creative in 
finding ways to serve throughout the year!  We are currently looking 
for a date this Fall for a church-wide “Day of Service.”  Please be 
thinking tonight about a great service project that your group would 
like to arrange & do together sometime this Fall.  What needs in the 
community could we help meet?  More details to come! 

 
PRAY 
What/ who does this group need to be in prayer about tonight? 
 


