
July 21, 2019                             The Unity of the Early Church 
 
Read:  Last week we attempted to root our theology of unity & 
fellowship in the very life of God by thinking about how the Father, 
the Son & the Spirit related to one another.  Each has his own, 
unique, individual role to play in the story of God… yet the Son was 
able to say (cf. Jn 17) that he and the father were ‘one.’  Similarly, 
we in the church (i.e. the fellowship of believers) each have our own 
role to play (cf. 1 Cor. 12) and are gifted in unique ways for 
ministry… yet are called to be ‘one’.  How is this even possible?  In 
today’s group, let us think about OUR relationships within the body 
and ask the question, “Are we ONE as the Son and the Father are 
One?” and “Are we as ‘one’ as the Father would have us be?” 
 
DIG:  READ ACTS 4:32-37 
 The word ‘fellowship’ comes from the Greek word koinonia and 

refers to the sharing of life together.  How did this characterize 
the early church? 

 In what ways was the early church united in fellowship?  How 
unique would this kind of church be today? 

 What are some practical realities which make this sort of church 
difficult to realize? 

 The church grew by leaps & bounds in the early days. How do 
you suppose they continued to enjoy harmony & fellowship 
together? 

 Were their intentional practices which brought them together 
or reminded them of the importance of fellowship? 

 
READ ACTS 2:42-47 

 What did the earliest believers do together that created such 
fellowship & unity among them? 

 How often did they do it? Do you see this frequency as 
important to the creation of fellowship? Why or why not? 

 What challenges to the churches’ fellowship did they face?   (cf. 
remember 1 Cor. 1:10-17) 

 
DISCUSS: 
 What obstacles typically get in the way of church ‘oneness’ 

today?  What can be done to decrease or even eliminate these 
challenges? 

 How would you describe the unity & harmony of our church 
today? 

 What could we do to improve this?  Feel free to share ideas & 
suggestions and bat ideas around. 

 Several Scriptures referenced in this morning’s lesson may also 
speak to this theme of fellowship & oneness. Read & discuss 
what each one is saying to this theme of fellowship in its own 
context. 

o 1 Cor. 12:12 
o Eph 4:1-4 
o Rom. 15:5 

 
PRAY 
What/ who does this group need to be in prayer about tonight? 
   


