
July 14, 2019    The Holy Trinity as the basis for Fellowship 

 

OPENER:  In your family growing up, with whom did you experience the 
most conflict?  The most agreement?  The most comradery?  Why? 
 
Read:  One of the keys to being a healthy church is experiencing a high 
degree of harmonious fellowship. This highlights the importance, not only 
of the worship we participate in together as a church, but the relationships 
we have with one another within the church. As we explore this fellowship 
(Grk. Koinonia) we begin by looking at the nature of God Himself and the 
doctrine of the Trinity- the understanding of God as “three in one”. Next 
week we will jump to the experience of the early church in Acts and discuss 
how it plays out in the life of the church, but we really need to begin with 
the fellowship that was shared between the Father, the Son & the Spirit to 
get an idea of what God has in mind for His church. To do this, let’s return 
to the prayer of Jesus in Jn. 17… 
 

DIG:  READ JOHN 17:1-5 
• What do these verses reveal about the nature of Jesus as the Son of 

God? Where was He before the world began? 

• What was the Son’s primary task or duty while on Earth? (vs. 4) 
 
Read vss. 6-19 

• Jesus turns to pray for his disciples. What is His primary desire for 
them? (vs. 11) 

• What kind of ‘oneness’ does He desire? (Vs. 11b) 

Read vss. 20-26 

• Jesus next turns to pray for ‘those who will believe in [him] through 
their message’ (i.e. the church today). What is His primary desire for 
us?  (vs. 21)   

• Again, what is the basis of this ‘oneness’? (vs. 21) 
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• What is the desired outcome for this display of ‘oneness’? (vs. 23) 

Over & over again Jesus prays for ‘oneness’ or as we are putting it this 
month, ‘harmonious fellowship.’  And over & over He compares it to the 
‘oneness’ He shares with the Father. Have you ever considered the 
relationship that existed between the Father, the Son and even the Spirit? 
It can be understood as a ‘fellowship’. Let’s consider the implications of 
this for us today… 

 
DISCUSS: 

• Discuss ways that the Father, the Son & the Spirit are different? 
What are their tasks? 

• Discuss ways in which the Father, the Son & the Spirit are ‘one’. 

• One author likens it to a family unit. In the family there may be 
a Father, a Mother and a child. They are all ‘one’ in that they 
share the same family name, household, DNA, heritage, etc.,  
but they are also distinct in that they are individuals with their 
own personalities, distinct natures and specific roles to fulfill. Or 
a church? In what way can a church be ‘one’ and yet full of 
individual Christians? 

• How is this kind of ‘oneness’ even possible, given the many 
different personalities & interests of our various members? 

• What do the following verses reveal about how we can model 
this same kind of ‘oneness’ to the world? 

o Romans 15:5 
o Eph 4:3 
o Eph 4:13 
o Col. 3:14 

• Unity, ‘oneness’, is important to God for many reasons. One of 
those reasons is that it reflects the nature of God to the world 
and testifies about Him. How can we do a better job of this 
today at Washington Street? What can YOU do today to 
increase fellowship in our congregation? 

 
PRAY 
What/ who does this group need to be in prayer about tonight?   
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