
June 9, 2019           Considering the Gifts God Gives 

 

OPENER:  At baseball games, you often hear a ‘walk up song’ when a 
batter approaches the plate that says something about that player. What 
would your ‘walk up song’ be… a song that describes you?  
 
This evening’s discussion of gift-oriented ministry flows nicely from the text 
in this morning’s lesson on the body of Christ. We are each members of 
Christ’s body, the church, and we are each gifted for playing a different role. 
Churches that are healthy are filled with members who are utilizing their 
God-given gifts, talents & abilities to serve God thru the ministries of the 
church. Tonight, discuss how each one of you are putting your own gifts & 
abilities to work for the Kingdom at Washington Street and how we can 
improve on our involvement of everyone. 
 

DIG:  READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-11  

• A spiritual gift is a gift given by the Spirit of God. What do we know 
about the problems at Corinth that might inform Paul’s discussion of 
gifts in this text? How could the distribution of gifts become cause for 
division or strife within the church? What role might jealousy play? 

• Why does the Spirit distribute the gifts as He does? (HINT: vs. 7) 

• How were the various gifts Paul lists in this text contribute towards 
‘the common good’? 

• The beautiful thing about a church is that it is a coming together of all 
sorts of different people from all walks of life with different talents 
and abilities.  How might this strengthen a church’s influence & 
impact in its community? 

• What drawbacks do you see? 
 
  



Read Romans 12:3-8 

• How does this list compare with the one in 1 Cor. 12?  Do you 
see any gifts listed here that you can identify with more? 

• According to Romans 12, if you have a gift, what should you do 
with it? 

• You might reflect also on the parable of the Talents (Matt 
25:14-30).  What happened in the story to the man who did not 
use the talent he was given?  What does that add to this 
discussion? 
 

DISCUSS: 

• What gift do you wish you had? Why? 

• What gifts or other talents and abilities have you been given? 
• Has anyone else ever told you that you had a gift that you didn’t 

realize you had? What did you do about it? 

• Go around the room and have others name gifts & talents that they 
see in each other.  Often we don’t see ourselves as clearly as we see 
others. 

• How are your particular gifts being used right now to further the 
cause of Christ either thru Washington Street or outside of our church 
family? 

• What are you doing currently to strengthen your gifts or abilities?  
What about areas you are weak in?  Does this mean that our 
weaknesses are to be ignored? 
 

 
PRAY 
What does this church need to be in prayer about tonight?  Among those 
things… please keep in mind all of the spiritual leaders in our church 
family. 
 


