
May 26, 2019               Becoming an “Acts 6” Leader 

 

OPENER:  What is the greatest challenge today’s church leaders face?  
 
Jesus had left an incredible example of spiritual leadership for the early 
church, but it met its first challenge when, in Acts 6, the apostles were made 
aware of a need that was going unmet. Their action to select additional 
servant leaders set a great precedent and provides today’s church with a 
good example of the type of people God looks to raise up to lead today.  
What does it look like to be an “Acts 6 Leader”? 
 

DIG:  READ ACTS 6:1-7  

• What need was made known to the apostles during this time? Why 
do you suppose this need existed?  What was the cause? 

• This “crisis” was a threat to the unity of the church… how so?  Have 
you ever witnessed a church divided over an issue like this?  Racial 
inequality?  The feeling of being slighted by one group or another? A 
difference in culture or age? 

• What other problems might arise in a church that is growing rapidly? 

• What did the apostles do to lead in remedying the issues?  Why did 
the apostles not just take care of it themselves to save time? 

• What type of leaders did the apostles look for to assist them in 
matters such as this?  Why were these qualities important? 

• Why was it important to find a person who was “full of God’s Spirit” 
just to serve tables?  Are there any unimportant tasks in the Kingdom 
of God? 

• Of the list of names who were selected… which ones do you 
recognize?  What did these men go on to do (other than serve 
tables)? 

  



DISCUSS: 

• What does it look like to be a person “full of the Spirit & wisdom”? 

• You might refer to Galatians 5:22-25 next.  What qualities or 
characteristics might you find in an individual who is “full of the 
Spirit”?  Why would these be important to leadership? 

• What does it look like when a person is “full of wisdom”?  How is 
wisdom different from knowledge?  (cf. 1 Cor. 1:25) 

• Where does one learn wisdom? 
• What do you suppose was the nature of the apostle’s prayer over 

these men?  What would you have prayed? 

• How does this compare to how the church today selects & treats its 
leaders? 

• What can we learn from this event and the descriptions in Galatians 5 
of a Spirit-filled life as well as the qualities Paul lists in 1 Timothy 3 
about the importance God places on spiritual leaders. 

 
PRAY 
What does this church need to be in prayer about tonight?  Among those 
things… please keep in mind all of the spiritual leaders in our church 
family. 

• Elders 

• Deacons 

• Ministers 

• Bible class teachers 

• Youth group mentors 

• Fathers 

• Mothers 

• Small group leaders 

• & others 
 


