
April 21, 2019             The Power of a Praying Church 

 

OPENER:  Can you think of a time when you were uncharacteristically bold 
or courageous? What prompted it? Do tell! 
 
The early church was devoted to prayer (cf. Acts 2:42).  That much is 
certain. Evidence is found on every page of the New Testament that they 
were a praying church and none more so than in Acts 4 after Peter & John 
had been arrested. The church prayed when times were good (though 
they rarely were) and when times were bad (often, the norm). Tonight, 
discuss what it would look like if the Acts 2 & Acts 4 church were 
positioned on Washington Street in 2019 (because that’s who WE want to 
be). 
 

DIG:  READ ACTS 4:23-31 
• How do you think the believers felt in this moment knowing that 

Peter & John had just been released from prison for speaking about 
Jesus? 

• How do those feelings inform & shape their prayer recorded here? 

• Does the reaction of the church surprise you? How do you think we 
would react in a similar way if one of our own was imprisoned & 
threatened? 

• What kind of confidence does it instill within you knowing that God is 
“Sovereign” over the nations? 

• Note what they acknowledged together about the powers of 
wickedness and the plan of God. 

• Their prayer is characterized by both confident assurance and 
petition for increased confidence (i.e. boldness). How well would you 
say this might also characterize our prayers today? 

 
 



 
DISCUSS: 

• Talk abut the difference in praying in times of crisis (like this was) and 
times of peace. How are your prayers different? How are they alike? 
Which do you find more beneficial for you? 

• How much courage do you have in sharing your faith? What hinders 
you from doing this more? 

• Is your Christian life characterized by boldness? Why or why not? Is 
this a typical part of your prayers? 

• If this church were to pray for more boldness, as the apostle Paul asks 
friends to pray for him in Eph 6:19-20, what might happen? (other 

than the earth shaking😊) 

• Knowing what we do from the remainder of the story in Acts AND the 
epistles… how would you say God answered this prayer? 

 
PRAY 
What does this church need to be in prayer about tonight? 
 


