
March 24, 2019                       Washington Street & the Word 

 

OPENER:  Share a great memory you have associated with Washington 
Street, maybe your first memory of coming to be a part of the church 
family here? 
 
There is no doubt the early church was shaped by the apostles teaching of 
God’s Word. Over time it seems the tendency is for the church to be pulled 
away from that teaching. Every major revival in history, however, has been 
marked by an intentional return to the Scriptures as the Word of God.  
Martin Luther radically challenged the church of his day with a call to ‘Sola 
Scriptura’ or ‘Scripture alone.’  Others, later, called for a return “Back to the 
Bible.”  Today’s churches of Christ are rooted in religious movements which 
called for a return to the Bible as a guide not only for the church but for all 
of life.  Tonight as we focus on how our devotion to Scripture has shaped us 
as a church at Washington Street, let’s consider how we can effectively 
serve our community & culture while still holding onto the truths of God’s 
Word without compromise. 
 

DIG:  READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-2; 3-8; PHIL 2:14-16 
• Paul admonishes the Corinthians to ‘hold firmly to the word’ he 

preached there.  There were problems, however.  What factors do 
you suppose may have led them to question this ‘word’? 

• What does it mean to ‘hold firmly to the Word’ today?   What 
challenges are we faced with today in this? 

• Here in 1 Cor. 15, Paul is specifically dealing with some teaching that 
suggested there would not be a resurrection of the dead (in the end 
time.)  He counters by re-affirming the gospel.  How does he go on to 
describe this ‘gospel’? 

• If someone asked you to describe ‘the gospel’… how would you 
define it?  (Have you ever stopped to think about it?) 



• The early church was ‘devoted’ to the Word of God.  How do you 
think this Word shaped the life of the church… not just its practice & 
doctrine, but also its heart? 

• In Phil 2:14-16, Paul tells the Philippian Christians to hold out the 
Word of life.  How would this help them become blameless and pure 
in the face of a depraved and crooked world?  How does it encourage 
us in the same way today?  Can you think of some examples?   

 

DISCUSS:  Read Col 3:16; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Psalm 119:103-104 

• What challenges do you see today in our twin goals of reaching 
today’s culture and at the same time hold on to the truth of God’s 
Word without compromise? 

• At Washington St, we do many things to get you into the Word of 
God.  What can we do, though, do get the Word of God into you… 
and into each of us? 

• What is the absolute best Bible study you’ve ever experienced 
yourself?  Share what made it powerful or effective?   

• Does this give us any ideas for other studies here at Washington St?  
What would you like for us to study specifically?  (would it be best for 
a sermon series, a class or a small group discussion?) 

• How can we become even more devoted to Scripture at Washington 
Street?  Talk about any ideas you may have. 

• Our emphasis on these fourth Sunday nights is SERVICE.  How can we 
take our devotion to Scripture and turn that into an act of service to 
those outside the congregation? 

 
PRAY 
Be sure to close with a time of prayer.  How can we pray for you tonight? 

• Encourage your group to be praying through the monthly prayer & 

Bible reading guides being provided monthly for us as a way to 

encourage greater devotion to the Word of God. 


