
March 3, 2019                             Jesus was devoted to Scripture 

 

OPENER:  Go around the room and have everyone share their favorite Bible 
verse… and why.  (John 11:35 is off limits!) 
 
It is important to note that Jesus’ was a ministry of the Word.  As a young 
man growing up in a faithful Jewish household, he would have not only 
participated in synagogue all of his life and heard the Scriptures read, he 
also would have committed large portions of the Scriptures to memory.  As 
you gather tonight, you’ll be reminded that Jesus drew from his knowledge 
of God’s Word on multiple occasions and for different reasons.  We hope 
that you’ll be encouraged to follow in the example of Jesus in your study 
tonight and grow to be as devoted to God’s Word as he was! 
 

DIG:  READ MATTHEW 4:1-11; 12-17; 5:17-20 
• Notice the verses Jesus refers to as he answers the devil’s challenges.  

Read them again… where in Scripture are they found? 

• How instructive is it for us that Jesus draws on His knowledge of 
God’s Word on this occasion? 

• Where do you imagine Jesus learned these passages?  (cf. Deut 6:1-9; 
20-25) 

• As he began his public ministry, note again where his message came 
from.  Read it again: (4:15-16)  Where did these verses come from? 

• How do these words from the OT prophet shed light on Jesus’ 
purpose & mission? 

• It is clear from Jesus’ instruction in the Sermon on the Mt that he was 
not ‘abolishing’ or ‘removing’ the words of Scripture… in what way 
does he fulfill them… or “fill them full of meaning”? 

• How important was God’s Word to Jesus, based on his words in 5:19? 

• Can you think of other occasions when Jesus drew on his knowledge 
of Scripture?  What’s the significance in these moments? 

 

 



DISCUSS: 
• Can you think of a time when God’s Word gave you strength to face a 

specific temptation?   
o …Or gave you the words to use when you couldn’t think of 

any yourself?   
o …or provided you confirmation on the path you’d chosen? 
o …or convicted your heart about something you’d done to 

hurt God or someone else? 
o …or gave you comfort during a tough time? 

• What are your favorite Scriptures to share during difficult times? 

• What practices do you try to do in order to cultivate a love for 
Scripture?  What methods of Bible study or devotional resources have 
you found particularly helpful? 

• In your personal study, would you say you spend more time reading 
the Bible or books about the Bible?  Why? 

• Discuss among the group various ideas on how to more strongly 
devote ourselves as a congregation to God’s Word? 

 

PRAY 
Be sure to close with a time of prayer.  How can we pray for you tonight? 
 


